Fellow’s rules for reading Pulmonary Special Studies.

There are a number of templates that can be used for reporting special studies.

1) 6 Minute Walk

2) Resting/Walking/Exercise O2 Dose Determination

3) Nocturnal O2 Saturation Study

4) Shunt studies.
Remember to keep your interpretations short.  You do not have to repeat every bit of data listed above in the report.  In order to be reimbursed for the 6 Minute Walk Test OR the Exercise O2 Dose Determination Test - four parameters must be mentioned in the interpretation.
1) Distance traveled or treadmill equivalent

2) Beginning and end O2 saturation

3) Heart response

4) Severity of symptoms (Borg scale)

For nocturnal Oximetry to be reimbursable as a nocturnal study, 2 parameters must be mentioned, i.e., the results of the O2 saturations throughout the night and the corresponding heart response. The Resting O2 Dose Determination is only billed as an oximetry study and only requires a short summary of the O2 dose required, if any.
The fellow should make sure the PFT lab worksheets are completed by the lab technicians and there is no missing data before giving them to the secretaries, which may involve speaking to the technician if all the information is not included.  Any important information regarding the patient’s performance or limiting factors should be included in the Comments line of the worksheet, and be legible so that is also entered on the template.  
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